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NOBLE LORD. 


My Loxp, 


in its conſequences, than that known by 
the name of the Douglas Cauſe, it may 
not be diſagreeable to give a faithful nar- 


rative of the proceedings upon ſo grand 
and intereſting a matter; that by thus 


opening up the principal ſcenes, the 


Exit, fo hurtful to thoſe who began the 


ſame, may more clearly and fully appear. 


= Yaus lordſhip wall be pleaſed to know, 


that on the 1oth of Auguſt 1746, lady 
Jane Douglas, only fiſter to Archibald late 
duke of Douglas, was married to John 


Stewar', 


8 there has not been a cauſe before 
any of the courts of Great Britain, 
more important in itſelf, or more ſerious 


$M 2 


Stewart, commonly called Colonel Stew- 


art, brother to Sir George Stuart of Grand- 
tully, in Perthſhire, a gentleman of rank 


and character, deſcended from the kings 
of Scotland, but at that time a man of 


prof ſion, diſſipated and thoughtleſs. In 
his younger years he was one of the hand- 
ſomeſt men of his age, of an agreeable 
temper, and a ſtriking outward appear- 


ance, being fix fect high without ſhoes. 


When 25 years old, anno 1715, he was, | 
by the perſuaſion of the marquis of Tulle- 


barden, kept from oppoſing that haſty in- 
ſurrection, which at once diſcovered the 


friends and enemies of the government, | 
and in which the loyalty and attachment 


of the principal families in North Britain 
to the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover ſhone 


in the moſt conſpicuous manner. After 


that period, he, with many others, went 


over to OCottenburgh, where he entered 


into the ſervice of Charles XII. then taken 


up with his expedition into Norway, and 
continued there till the death of that mo- 
narch, December 11, 1718. Returning, 
he married a daughter of Sir James Mac- 
Kenzie of Royſtoun, one of the lords of | 
ſeffion, by whom he has the preſent Sir 


John Stewart, who is {till alive, 
* * The 
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The colonel's elder brother, Sir George, 


was remarkable for loyalty, and for a 
faithful ſervice of forty years in the king's 
navy; from whence, on account of a 


cold which brought on a paralytic diſor- 


der, retiring upon half pay, he appropri- 


ated that ſmall income for the ſupport of 


his brother, colonel John; a ſcanty ſub- 


ſiſtence indeed for a man of gaiety, but 
yet which, with economy, might have 


ſupported him like a gentleman,  eſpeci- 
ally as he had a horſe and ſervant to at- 
tend him, and a general welcome to ſtay 
with his brother ſo long as he pleaſed. 


After ſpending three years in the Swediſh 


| ſervice, and roaming through Holland and 
| Brabant for fix more, after a married life 
| of ten years, and a widowhodd of twelve, 


he, in the 5gth year of his age, married 
lady Jane Douglas, fiſter to the duke of 
Dovglas, a lady of a pious and religious 
character; and then, in the 48th year of 
her age, ſhe was one of the fineſt women 
of her time, breathed all the ſpirit of a 


Douglas, habituated to devotion, and a 


conſtant attendant upon the. ordinances of 
the church. = | 


Six days after the marriage, lady Jane 
ſet out for Huntingdon, whither Sir John 


3 had 


<'s 


1 
had gone before, and where he met her, 
attended by Mrs. Helen Hewitt, a compa- 
nion and confident, and by two maid ſer- 
vants, Iſabel Walker and Euphemia Caw. 


That night they lay together at the George 


inn, thus owning the marriage which only 
Mrs. Hewitt knew before. Next day they 
ſet out for Harwich, and from thence to 


the Hague. Here they refided 4 months; 


and on the 4th of January, proceeded to 
Utrecht, where ſtaying till April, they 
_ tranſported themſelves to Aix-la-Chapelle, 
a place famous for the treaty of peace, | 
concluded by Van Beuning, burgomaſter | 
of Amſterdam, between the States Gene- 
ral and Lewis XIV. May 2, 1668, and | 


later than this, for the more ſolemn treaty” 


between the chief powers of Europe, 
Od ober 1748. , NF ws | 


In the month of October preceding, 


lady jane proved to be with child, and 5 | | | 
Was viſited by ſeveral Britiſh perſons of 
diſtinction, particularly the earl of Craw- 


ford, lady Wigton, lord Blantyre, and 
Miſs Primroſe. The progreſs of her preg- 
nancy was every day more vifible,. only a. 
natural baſhfulneſs hindered her own diſ- 
coyery of it ſo ſoon as might be expected. 


The 


| (3; 
The congreſs at Aix-la-Chapelle hin- 
dered the continuance of lady Jane there, 


as every kind of living became dear, and 


that the Britiſh plenipotentiary, the earl of 
Sandwich, took the lodging wherein lady 


Jane refided; and money failing, they 
were reduced to the neceſſity of retiring 


to a cheaper country, and where the num- 


ber of vifitors would be diminiſhed, for 


beyond their ability they entertained 
ſtrangers with the utmoſt politeneſs and 
hoſpitality. On the 22d of May they 


 teft Aix-la-Chapelle ; by the way of Liege 
and Sedan, they proceeded to Rheims, a 


city in the Lower Dauphiny ; but upon a 


ſuggeſtion that proper midwives could not 
be procured there, lady Jane, Sir John, 


and Mrs. Hewitt, went in the ſtage coach 


to Paris, where ſhe was delivered of twins 


EE by a man midwife, named Pierre la Marre, 


upon the 10th of July, in the houſe of one 


Madam la Brun, and in the Fauxbourg de 


St. Germains. The eldeſt was ſtrong and 
robuſt, but the fecond fo weak and deli- 


cate, that La Marre was defired to per- 


form the ceremony of baptiſm before go- 
ing out of the room. I am apt to think, 


that, like others, they had' been recom- 


mended to an inn-keeper, in order to be 
introduced to a cheap lying-in houſe, the 
| lan J- 


Sa 
Jandlady of which could — pro- 
cure an acoucheur. _ 


After recovery, ſhe returned to Rheims 
with the eldeſt child and a nurſe; and in 


September, had him publickly baptized in 


he grand cathedral, before a crowded au- 
dience; but the ſecond was left behind | 


with a nurſe at the village of Damartin, 


1 in the neighbourhood of Paris, and to the | 


care of Pierre la Marre. 


Aﬀer a dice of fixteen months at 
i Rheims, they ſet off for Paris; and carry- 


ing the younger child with them, came 


over to England in a very diſmal ſituation, ” 
all the money they could raiſe, either by | 


borrowing or pledging, being tabs. 


On the night of their arrival at St. James's 1 


Place, they could not ſo much as pay their 
coachman : 


landlord, ated the part of a f tho 
his two pair of ſtairs was raken by their 


conſtituent, yet, the moment he heard her | 
my and. name, hc ſaid to her, % Ma- 
* be pleaſed to walk into my firſt 
e er 45 on her modeſtly declining, | 


he told her, * Lady Jane Douglas ſhall 


* never bh put into a ſecond floor under | 
my roof: I know you will pay me | 
* when 


but here Mr. Murray, the 


1 
„ when you can: pray be ſo kind as to 
© walk in.“ Prompted by the true ſpirit 
of a Chriſtian, both he and lis ſpoule, a 
gentlewoman of great integrity and virtue, 


ſuccoured them in their diſtreſs, fo as to 


paſs their word to their brewer, butcher, 

baker, coal-merchant, tallow-chandler, 

| and other tradeſmen with whom they had. 
to do. | d „„ 1 5 


Ihe ſtraits of Sir John and lady Jane 
ſprung from the duke of Douglas being 
put out of humour with his ſiſter, on ac- 
count of a rigorous creditor, who arreſted, 
in his Grace's hands, a ſmall ſum of money 
due by his fiſter; and what compleated 
| the misfortune, Sir George Stuart, the co- 
| lonel's brother, was likewiſe diſobliged at 

him. However, theſe hardſhips only 

| tended to make her vinues appear more 
brilliant. Even in her afflictions, the 
noble-woman was every way apparent, 
no complaint or murmuring of any kind 
| everwas heard from her, . ; 


| | By the advice of Mr. Murray, ſhe vi- 


| fited lord M » their then ſoiicitor- 


general, with whom ſhe conſulted, both 


zs to her circumſtances, and if it was re- 


quiſite the children ſhould be naturalized. 
Ns As 


BW 


As to the latter, his lordſhip told her there 


was no occaſion ; for ſo long as the child- 


ren were acknowledged by Britiſh parents, 
they were the king's free ſubjects, be they | 
born in Turkey, or any other part of the | 
globe. And as to the former, he adviſed | 
her to ſolicit his Majeſty's compaſſion, 13 


and through the intereſt of Mr. Pelham, 
then one of the principal ſecretaries of 


ſtate, It was on this occaſion that ſne 


wrote the following celebrated letter, 
which her landlord, Mr. Murray, de- 
livered out of his own hand. 


. 


{FF I meant to importune you, 1 ſhould : 
ill deſerve the generous compaſſion, 


© which I was informed, ſome months 
© ago, you expreſſed upon being ac- 


© quainted with my diſtreſs. I take this, 


© as the leaft troubleſome way of thanking 
you, and defiring you to lay my applica- 
tion before the Kine, in ſuch a light as 


* your own | humanity will oggett. 1 


1 _ 4 42 0 1 2 a 2 : . 4 F 


* Her Araits were rather 3 her vi- 
ſage than by words. The ſolicitor underſtosd het | 
fituation, and, of his own accord, wrote to the duke 
of N ewcaitle, then at Hanover, i in her favour. Wl | 


M. cannot [! 


®. —— 9 ꝛůimN a @ 46 


a i * 8 


„%% ;᷑ wk mn aw. 


2 
2 «=» 


* 


1 


— 
2) 


= 


FE 


1 


* cannot tell my ſtory, without ſeeming ta 
complain of one, of whom I never will 
complain. I am perſuaded my brother 
wiſhes me well; but, from a miſtaken 

reſentment, upon a creditor of mine dey 
manding from him a trifling ſum, he has 
* ſtopt the annuity which he had alwa ys 
paid me; my father having left me, bis 
only younger child, in a manner unpro- 


| 's vided for. 
| * Till the duke of — is ſet right, 


-W # which I am confident he will be, I ami 


| * deſtitute! Preſumptive heireſs of a great 
+ * eftate and family, I want bread Your 


* own nobleneſs bo mind will make you 
feel how much it coſts me to beg, tho 


from the King. My birth, and the at- 


* tachment of my family, I flatter myſelf 
* his majeſty is not unacquainted with, 


* Should he think me an object of his 


* royal bounty, m my. heart will not ſuffer 
any bounds. to 


* majeſty longer than my cruel neceſſity 


* compels me. I little thought of evet 
being reduced to petition in this way! 
© your good neſs will therefore exctiſe me, 


C I 


let. to my gratitude?: 
| * pi. give me leave to ſay, my ſpirit will 
| © not ſuffer me to be burdenſome to his 


„%) 


e if I have miſtaken the manner, or ſaid 


0 my thing i improper. 


- Though perſonally nn to you, 
the con- * 


I rely upon your interceſſion; 
* ſciouſneſs of your own mind, in having 


© done fo rood and charitable a deed, will : 


© be a better return than the perpetual 


thanks of, Sir, your moſt obliged, moſt ' IJ 


0 faithful and obedient ſervant, 


St. James's Place, 
May 15, 1759. 


In compliance with this ſolicitation, 1 
Mr. Pelham laid her letter before the 


King, who, without heſitating a moment, 


ordered her 300 l. per annum out of his 

private purſe; one half of the ſum to be 
inſtantly paid down. All which was done, 
and 808 Yelham wrote her an m— | 


Er 


This frafenable relief 3 her 
cloaths ſuitable to her rank and | 


to buy 
dignity, and in theſe ſhe appeared at court 


on the 4th of January 1751. The King | 
took particular notice of her, and ſpoke 
three times to her, while ſhe ſtood in the 


ring. 


JANE Dover as STEWART, l 


E 
ring. In the moſt gracious manner he 
aſked her, Is your brother kind to you, 


lady Jane?” She faintly ſaid, No, he is 
not good for much ;” but with great 


earneſtneſs, added, However, he is a 
te faithful ſubje& to your majeſty.” To this 
the King replied, with a ſmile, Well, 


| © that is very good fo far; Iam very ſen- 
4 ſible of his faithful attachment to me.“ 
By means of the royal bounty, ſhe not 
only appeared well, but kept company 
| with the greateſt and moſt virtuous perſons, 
who unanimouſly agreed in the acknow- 


ledgment of her virtues, but particularly 


| the ſingular tenderneſs toward her child- 


ren, never going out of the houſe without 


tecommending them to her landlady., 
Mrs. Murray, (faid lady Jane) pray let 

0c the children ſtay in your parlour till I 
60 return; my maid- ſervants | (naming 


© them) are glaiked; (i. e. heedleſs ;) 


but if they be with you, my mind will 


be perfectly at eaſe.” If lady Jane had 
any foible, it was an over-fondneſs for her 
ſons. - 5 


I The ſun-ſhine of proſperity was but 


ſhort-lived ;. the poor colonel was appre- 


bended for a debt of 200 l. and confined 


to the priſon of the King's Bench, where 


E 
Theodore king of Corfica and he fome- + 


times lived well, and ſometimes very in- 


differently, according to the ebb and flow | 


of their ſupplies. There was one ray 
happened about this period, which, 
_ duly adyerted to, might have been of 2 
vali in the great caufe, at leaſt it would | 

have en the abfurdity of maintaining 
any plot being carried on by the colonel. | 


As Mr. Murray obferved two ſheriff. 
officers watching, and pointing at his 


windows. he became à little apprehenfive 


ducted him, by means of a ladder, into a | 
houſe in the acightourhood ; from thence | 
he was carried in a chair to Spring Gar- | 
den, where Mr. Murray found him, a- 


of the colonel's circumftances, and fo con- 


dout 7 at night, fitting over a bottle, every | 


Way chearful, but not intoxicated ; and | 


fo very bappy, that he had not the fainteſt | 
remembrance of what had happened in 
the former part of the day, when he was | 
perfectly her. 


The colonel's confinement involved 
lady Jane i in frefh difficulties; for remove. 
ing, 2 ich. ſhe went tea to Scotland | 
in the fomwer of 1752, taking the two 
boys along with her. She carried them 

| "as 4 


OG. 
to the caſtle of Douglas, from wherice 
the wrote to her brother in the moſt 
moving terms, but to no purpoſe; the 
duke refuſed her acceſs : indeed, his heart 
ſeemed at firſt to melt, and he difcovered 
an inclination to fee his fiſter, which 
White of Stockbridge entirely prevented, 
by affuring his Grace of the truth of thoſe 
reports then ſpreading, with all the art of 
dexterity, to lady Jane's diſadvantage. 


1. That Margaret Kerr, who had lived 
long a fervant with lady Jane, had de- 
clared, that a marble table could as ſoon 
bring forth a child as lady Jane. 


by That lady ne had applied: to Ar- 


chibald duke of Argyle to have her bro- 
ther confined as a madman, or to be ſent 
to the ifland St. Kilda. = 


3. That the had fomented mobs, ant 
ſent the rebels againſt him in the year 1745. 


4. That the counteſs of Stair had, at a 


| viſit paid by lady Jane, diſcovered the im- 
| poſture, by opening, the mouths of the 


children; and remanftrated with her in 
theſe terms, ** Lady Jane, you cannot paſs 
* theſe boys upon the world as twins, for 


5 
t one of them muſt be conſiderably older 
* than the other.” 


A bad tale is ſooner believed than 2 
good one. The duke was impoſed on; 
and the friends of A. Stuart, who were 
numerous indeed, helped to propagate the 
plots and contrivances of colonel Stuart and 
lady Jane. According to my information, 
his mother, his aunts, his fiſters, and all 
connected with him, loudly proclaimed 
the cheat; only Sir Robert Henderſon 
declined ſpeaking upon the ſubject; he 
either kept filent, or, whenever it was 
mentioned, he inſtantly withorew. 


= all lady Jane's. enemics, Thomas | 

Cochran, now E— of D———, was 
the moſt miſchievous; for he not only 

communicated the ſuppoſed diſcovery by 
the counteſs of Stair, but when that lady 
interceded with him to mollify. the duke 
of Douglas, and incline him to relieve the 


neceſſities of lady Jane, he excuſed him- ; - 
ſelf, by telling her, that ſuch a thing was | 


; impracticable, for that his Grace had re- 


ceived a letter from Count Douglas, a 


| French nobleman, informing, that lady | 


Þ ne had bou ght theſe children out of an | | 


* for cight ſhillings, and would not 2 


hear 


23: 48 1 
hear of her name. She had the further 
mortification to be refufed acceſs to the 
D---fs of H n, when ſhe came to 
pay her compliments in an honorary viſit. 
Of this ſhe bitterly complains in a letter, 
$th December 1752, wrote to the miniſter 
: of Douglas, and in which ſhe begs his 
| | prayers for herſelf, and her dear little ones, 
| Archy and Sholto; a ſtrange requeſt in- 


* | deed, if theſe were impoſtors! In that 
| letter ſhe likewiſe complains of the baſe- 
| neſs of Mr. Archibald Stuart, to whom 
| ſhe gave her papers, ® to deliver to her 
brother. Stuart received them with re- 
markable tranſports of joy; and promiſed, 
without defiring of him, to uſe his warmeſt 
endeavours to perſuade the duke to reſtore 
to his fiſter the 30,000 merks: he alſo 
aſſured her, that he would do all in his 
power to incline the duke to reſtore back 


* I. A reſignation of the eſtate of Dudhope in fa- 
' your of lady Jane. 35 
II. Nomination of lady Jane, as ſole executrix. 
III. Bond of proviſion for 30, ooo merks, or 1666 l. 
138. 6d. all theſe dated March 15, 1718. 
IV. Warrand by his Grace to his commiſſioners, 
dated 25th April, 1718. And, - 
V. Commiſſion, the duke of Douglas to lord 
Charles Kerr, and others, to ſell and diſpoſe of timber 
in Jedburgh foreſt. EEE 


e 


the 
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the 300 l. per annum with-held theſe few 


years paſt. | 
All this ſeemed to be very well : how- 


engagements ; and to excite the duke ſtill 
more, he propoſed to him to bring an 


action againſt her for recovering theſe pa- 
pers, even while the fame were in his 
own hands. A pretended law-fuit was | 
accordingly ſet up, and the charges put up 
to the account of the duke of Douglas, by 
whom he was paid with the money als 


ready in his own hand. 


| Theſe papers had been procured from 
the duke, by Archibald Douglas of Cavers, 

the heritable ſheriff of Teviotdale, a gen- 
tleman of the greateſt . honour and good- |} 
neſs of heart. Senſible of the dependance 


of lady Jane upon her brother, he thought 
it proper that ſhe ſhould have ſomething 
to How to the world. In this Cavers Dou- 
glas ated according 
and compaſſion, but indeed Archibald 
Stuart acted only like himſelf. | 


After the fruitleſs attempt to convince 
and pacify her brother, ſhe returned to 
London, leaving the children to the care 


ever, Mr. Stuart thought fit to forget hig, 


to his uſual dignity 


of 


RO 49; 
of Iſabel Walker; but ſoon 5 of 
the death of Sholto, ſhe became diſcon- 


* ſolate; and in Auguſt 1753. going back 


to Edinburgh, ſhe ſickened and died; 
partook of the ſacrament in the New 
Grey-Friars church on the 11th of No- 
vember; and on the 21ſt of that month, 
ſhe expired; teſtifying to the very laſt 
the moſt affectionate tenderneſs to her 
ſon, who being brought to her about 
eight in the morning, ſhe laid her hand 
upon his head, and faid, © God bleſs 
* you, my child; God make you a good 
„and an honeſt man, for riches I deſpiſe ; 
e take a ſword in your hand, and you 
© may one day be as great a hero as ſome 
« of your predeceſſors :” and lingering 
till about twelve, ſhe expired, without þ_ 
much as a groan, being entirely emaci- 
ated and decayed. She bore her affliction 
with great patience and reſignation, and 
retained her noble ſpirit till near the very 
laſt: for in the language of Mr. Guſtharr, 
one of the miniſters of Edinburgh, a man 
who would not write a lye, or ſubſcribe a 
falſhood for all the riches in the world, 
« She excelled the moſt of her ſex; ſhe 
* 18 gone, (ſaid that devout man) and 
** ſhines no more in this world; but good 
* reaſon have we to hope ſhe has made 
I) ens 


[ 18 }] 


« an happy change, where all ſorrow and | 
ſighing fly away *,” Leaving her only 


child almoſt naked and diſconfolate ; Pro- 


vidence, however, was kind to him; for | 
lady Shaw, an intimate with the mother, 


took him to her own houſe, ſupported 


him like a gentleman, and put him to | 
the ſchool of Laſwade, in Mid-Lothian, 
where, according to my information, Mr. 


Dundaſs, the now lord preſident of the 
court of ſeſſion, had occaſion to ſee him; 
and laying his hand on his head, ſaid theſe 


very words; ©* You have the face of a 
«« Douglas, and one day you will become 
< as great as any of the heroes of your 
* houſe.” And, as a farther proof of 
her parental affection, ſhe left him her 
gold repeating watch, with a ſteel chain, } 


two gold ſeals, and ſome other pictures ; 


a locket, a tweezer with blue ſtones | 


ſet in ſilver, a filver tooth-pick caſe, a 


ring with four ſmall diamonds, a ring 
with two ſmall pictures, a ſapphire ring 
with two ſmall diamonds, a plain ſmall 
gold ring, a ſmall amethyſt ring, three 
little ſnuff-boxes, a gold horn, two ſmall | 


gold medals, an amethyſt buckle, two 
pair of gold buttons, a dozen of ſilver 


ſpoon. 


— — 


R Defender's Proof, page 9 57. 
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orks, knives and ſpoons, and a dividing 
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All this time the colonel was in prion, 
a 


but ſoon his affairs took a more favour- 


| able turn; he agreed with his creditors, 
came down to Scotland, where his elder 
brother dying, he became heir to the 


eitate and honours of Garntully; and fo 
became Sir John Stewart, poſſeſſed of 


10001. a year; married a third lady, and 


ſo made a greater figure at the end of his 


| days than in the beginning. 


Fortunately for | the duke of Dou glas, 


be came out of his captivity, for ſo I may 
call his unhappy fituation, he being de- 
nied to mankind, and mankind denied to 
| him; for on the 16th of March 1758, 


he was married to Mrs. Margaret Dou- 


glas, daughter to Mr. Douglas of Mains, 


a lady of real fortitude and virtue, of 


| great goodneſs, condeſcenſion, and huma- 
| nity, and breathing all the ſpirit of a 
Douglas in every ſtep of her conduct. 


From the time of his marriage the 


duke became more univerſally known; 
| he paid and received viſits, went fre- 
| quently to Glaſgow, and other places of 


public reſort, and even ſpent ſome weeks 


Ia the Abbey of Holy-Rood-Houſe, 
| Where he was complimented by the prin- 


D 2 cipal 


„ 
cipal perſons of diſtinction in the king- 
dom, and where he was every day more 
and more ſatisfied of the innocence of his 
fiſter, and became convinced that the 
falſhoods with which ſhe was charged 
were groundleſs and cruel. — 


The duke of Douglas always enter: 
tained the higheſt perſonal honour and 
regard for John duke of Argyle, and for 
his brother the earl of Iſlay the ſame, who 
ſucceeded him. The reſpe& was mutual, | 
Archibald duke of Argyle, in a viſit paid 


him at the Abbay, and in a converſation | 


about lady Jane, aſſured him, that ſhe 
had never applied to him to do the leaſt | 


- hurt to his Grace; on the contrary, that 


ſhe nad ſolicited his intereſt to procure 
him a pardon, that he might have an op- 
portunity of going to London, of ſeeing, 
and ol being ſeen; and then it would be 
apparent that his Grace's ailment was| 
ouly a lowneſs of ſpirits ; that he wanted 
Nothing to be agrecable but to be known. | 


The counteſs of Stair likewiſe contra- 
dicted the barbarous report raiſed againll 
her, for that ſhe never made any diſco- 

very, by inſpecting the mouths of lad) 
Jane's children : ſhe eyen told him, =” 
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« ſhe had importuned major Cochran to 
* carry a letter from her to his Grace, to 
prevail with him to do ſomething for 
* lady Jane and the children; when lord 
« Dundonald told her, that it was need- 
e leſs, for that laſt time he was at Dou- 


« olas caſtle, he had made uſe of her 
_ © ladyſhip's name, to influence the duke 


e to do ſomething for his ſiſter lady Jane: 
« that the duke thereupon ſaid, he was 
* very ſenſible both of the friendſhip of 


lady Stair and of him, lord Dundonald, 


c to him and to his ſiſter; and that, as 


* his friend, he would ſhow him his rea- 
« ſons for not doing for his ſiſter, and 
* carried him into another room, where 


*« he ſhewed him a letter fiom Count 
* Douglas, bearing, that his Grace's 
noble family was well known over all 


Europe, and that he could not bear to 
think of a ſpurious brood being impoſed 


* upon his family; and thought it his 


* duty to inform his Grace, that his fiſter 
lady Jane, and colonel Stewart, had 


** bought theſe children out of an hoſpi- 
tal; that the duke had further ſaid, he 
* would not expoſe his ſiſter in his life- 
time, but that at his death, the ſaid 
letter ſrom Count Douglas would be 


„found at the boſom of his ſettlement, 


« and 
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ec and would juſtify him to the world, for 


_ his having done nothing for his fiſter, 1 


| 80 moving a repreſentation drow tears 


5 both from the eyes of the duke of Dou- 


glas and of the counteſs of Stair; the for- 
mer having never had a letter from Count 


Douglas, relative to any buſineſs whatever, 


except one dated at the caſtle de la Suza, 


near Laon, Auguſt 4. 1753, vindicating 


| himſelf in the politeſt manner ſrom ever 
having wrote a word to his Grace about 


lady Jane. 
8 I R, 


Cannot refaſe the RENE which my 


lady Jane Stewart has made me. In 
order: to undeceive you with reſpeC to the 


facts contained in the letters which have 


been falſely imputed to me, I proteſt to 


you, Sir, that I never wrote to you any 
thing concerning her. I was ignorant of 


the facts neceſſary to the execution of ſuch 


 adeſign; I did not know either of her 
marriage, or the fruits, which were the 


conſequences thereof, &c. &c. 


And here it is obſervable, that his 


Grace never ſaw th's letter till after the 
above converſation with lady Stair ; for 


_ at 
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at that time he pretended never to have 
received any ſigned letter bearing that the 
children were impaſtors, except... fram | 
lord Dundonald himſelf, thou * he had 
ſeveral anonymous epiſtles to tha purpdle.; 
and that he never had ſuch a converſation 
with him as the counteſs had mentioned. 
Such affecting ſcenes made ſo laſting 
| an impreſſion upon the generous and ten- 
| der heart of the Dutcheſs of Douglas, 
| that ſhe frequently afterwards propoſed to 
| the duke to enquire into the: birth of la- 
dy Jane's children, and that if the ſurvi- 
vor was really her ſon, he ought to relieve 


lord Cathart of the burden of his educati- 
| on; the earl of Morton, Sir William 
Douglas of Glenbervie, and Mr. Hamil- 


ton of Overton, with ſeveral others, pro- 
poſed to his Grace to do ſomething for 
the young gentleman, of whoſe real birth 
the dutcheſs was now 125 fully and cer- 

tainly aſſured; 5 
She had employed one Mr. 11 

Hunter, merchant in Edinburgh, to de- 

fire the favour of the Rey. Mr. William 
Harper, one of the miniſters of Edin- 
d. * to converſe with Mrs. Hein. 


A church of England clergyman, but oY 4 
1 country a diſſenter. 


- 
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with reſpect to the birth of lady Jane's 
children; the gentleman agreed to it, 


had ſaid; and archer that if they 
weretruly the children of lady 


for the farvivor of the twins: on this oc- 
cafion Mr. Harper went to Mrs. Hewitt, 
and told her at whoſe requeſt he was 
come, to 
* Jemn and ferious marmer What the 
“knew concerning the birth of thoſe 
*© children, and that though 'he had no 
** authority to put her upon oath; yet he 


„ hoped ſhe would deal with him in the 
Le moſt open and gandid manner, as ſhe | 


then was in a declining ſtate of health, 
and that affair might be of 
aAuence; and that her telling 
truth in that matter might not only 


affect her in this world, but might for 


1 ever affect her in the next.” Upon 


which Mrs. Hewitt replied, Mr. Har- 
6c Per, you | have been ſo long acquainted [| 
you do not ſuſ- 


« pect my fincerity or integrity; 1 fo- = 


* with me, that I 


4 temnly declare to you, that I was in 


“ the room by. lady Jane Douglas, When A 


* _ the was delivered of thoſe boys: I was 


the 


and to endeavour to learn what the knew | 


inſbrmed Mr. Harp zer of what the dutcheſs | 


Jane, ſhe, | 
the dutcheſß, intended to 95 fomething 


wire of her in the moſt ſo- | 


great conſe- 1 
the whole | + 


[ws 


ee the firſt woman that ever touched 


them after they came from her.” This 
declaration was confirmed by a letter 
which ſhe ſigned, ſealed, and delivered 


to him out of her own hand, giving, for 


à reaſon, that Mr. Wood, the ſurgeon 
who attended her, had told her that 6c ſhe 
be was in a dangerous way.” 


- This Sakeive declaration, * a per- 
| Ton of candour and uprightneſs, was a 
ſufficient teſtimony, eſpecially as Mr. 
Harper deponed, That . he does verily 
oc believe Mrs. Hewitt to be a woman of 
e truth and veracity, and a ſincere con- 
te ' ſcientious woman.” 


The dutcheſs of Doug las being adviſed 
of "hy converſation, dick not fail to inform 
* thereof, each of them being 

Ny convinced of Mr. Harper's rectitude 
heart, which I really believe, in my 
Kit conſcience, could not be bended by 
any views whatever ; the duke began to 
| ſpeak more favoutably, leaving off the 
expreſſion, the Pretender. for ſo he, in 
 derifion, called his nephew; he not only 
ent Sif William Douglas to converſe 
with her, and with Mrs. Walker, but 
even went in prong. with his gentleman 
— 


[ 
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to viſit Mrs. Hewitt, at her chamber in 

one Clarke a peruke-maker's houſe, con- 

| verſed with her for an hour upon lady 
- _ ſituation at and after marriage, 


ut particularly concerning the birth f 


the children; to all which ſhe gave the 

moſt ſatisfying anſwers. The duke be- 
came more and more mollified, and ever 
after entertained. the beſt opinion of Mrs. 
Hewitt, notwithſtanding the endeavours 
of his enemies to prejudice him againſt 


her. He employed her landlord to make 


him a peruke, which, when Mr. Clarke 
came to fit on, he aſked very kindly for 
her, and defired him once and again to 


1 5 be a good landlord to her; he ſpoke of | | ; 


her with the utmoſt honour and polite- 


_ neſs, calling her, on every occaſion, An [ 


« exceſſive ſenſible honeſt woman, had 


« always been a great friend to him, to 


« his ſiſter, and to his family in general.” 
He became very attentive to her circum- 
ſtances, ordering frequently hare, ſalmon, 


and ſuch other things as came from the 
country, to be ſent to her; and at leaving 


the marquis of Tweedale's houſe with his 
family, he ordered ſome wine, with all 
the remainder of his coals, for her 


ſupport. 
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Your lordſhip will be pleaſed to know, 


that the enemies /a} 


of Mr. Douglas 


made now a bold puſh to undo him; 


they even created a ſeparation between the 
duke and dutcheſs, who being at New- 


| battle, near Dalkeith, ſhe was, on a cold 
night, hindered acceſs to his chamber, 
conveyed in a diſhabile to Edinburgh, 
fickened upon her hardſhips, and, if my 
information be good, ſhe even aborted. 
F However, his Grace ſoon became ſenſible 
of the injuſtice done her, a reconciliation 
ſoon was brought about, and their con- 
4 jugal affection became ſtronger than be- 
fore. From this time he became more 
and more convinced of his ſiſter's inno- 


cence, in impoſing children upon his fa- 


| mily, of the candour and rectitude of the 


dutcheſs ; ſo that, toward the latter end 


of his days, to be extremely ſorry for the 
| treatment he had given to both. 


The duke's temper and diſpoſition of 


| mind appear, in all theſe ſcenes of diſtreſs, 


not to have been bad, or viciouſly obſti- 


nate: he ſeems to have been capable of 
os PR - 9 8 
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(a) Major Cochran, Archibald Stewart, and 
N White or Stockbriggs. N e 2 85 


E 2 ſympathy, 
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b ſympathy, and to have poſſeſſed an heart E 
entirely ſuſceptible of impreſſion ; for you | 


ſee that the converſation with Jady Stair | 
drew tears from his eyes. When Mr. 
Loch, writer in Edinburgh, ſent him a 
writing by lady Jane's own hand, con- 
taining an account of her life for ſeveral | 
ears antecedent to her marriage; he de- 
red a fight of ſuch letters as were re- | 


| ferred to, and aſked many queſtions about | 
| lady Jane and the children, which Mr, | 
Loch reſolved with all the candour and | 


humanity the ſubject would admit: he | 


told him of lady Jane's diſtreſs for the | 


death of Sholto, c the diſtreſs and po- | 
cc verty ſhe Was in at her own death, N 
«* and the neglect ſhe had met with from | 


e her friends;” all which affected him | 
ſo much, that on Mr. Loch's departure, | 


he told Mrs. Hepburn, the _— F 


ſiſter,. That he would fleep none all | 
* night, as the account of his fiſter's | 


« diſtreſs had affected him fo much; 
and added, That he ſaw from the read: 
cc ing of that paper, that ſhe had cer- | 


E tainly been the moſt injured woman 


* in the world; that all that lady Jane 
© had ſuffered in her life, did not affet} 
% him ſo much as what ſhe ſuffered at her} 
f* death.” He ſmote upon his breaſt, ] 
Fs repeated 


Loch had mentioned, and, with tears 
and cries, expreſſed his regret for the 
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repeated ſome of the expreſſions Mr. 


neglect which he himſelf had ſhewn. 


| By this time, my lord, he was ſatisfied 
of what he thought was impoſſible ta 


be known from another quarter; “ for, 


convinced of the good characters of Iſabel 
Walker, Mrs. Hewitt, and Effy Caw; 
but above all, of the cruel falſhoods laid 


to his ſiſter's charge, he began ferioufly 


to think of making up for the loſſes of 
the mother, by ample donations to her 
ſon; nay, to ſuch a degree was he cha- 


grined againſt fome people, that when 


the dutcheſs was pleading with him to 
make a ſettlement of 10,0001. in fayours 
of lord Douglas Hamilton, he uſed theſe 
very words, You do not know the Ha- 
„ miltons ſo well as I do; they have 
«© been always very great enemies to my 
te ſiſter, and to you; and if you was in 
„ their, power as much as they are in 
% yours, they would not give you five 
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* When the dutcheſs preffed him to fend 


rions abroad, to make enquiries, he replied, it was 
impoſſible, and too late after ſo many years. —l wiſh 


Andrew Stuart had been of his Grace's opinien. 


hundred 


11 


« hundred pence, if you was begging +» | 


He told her, That ſhe had ſtruggled 
* well for him, and for the honour of 
* his family; defired her to continue 


« ſtill to ſtruggle; for (ſaid he) the | 


* matter is not yet at an end:” Nay, 


when in the acuteſt agonies, and ſcarcely |} 


drawing his breath, he very much re- 


gretted his ſiſter; ſaid, dhe had been ill 


« uſed by himſelf, prayed that God Al- 


e mighty might forgive him, and might 
< alfo forgive thoſe + who had been the 


« inſtruments of his doing ſo,” In a 

word, the duke being ſully convinced of 
his ſiſter's honour, he, on the 11th of Jul 

1761, left his whole dukedom of Dou- 


glas, and whole other land eſtates, to his 
nephew Archibald, the ſon of lady Jane; 


and at the fame time nominated and ap- 


pointed his conſort, Margaret dutcheſs of 


Douglas, the duke of Queenſberry, and | . 
ear] of Morton, as tutors and curators 


during his minority. Having thus ſettled 
matters, he died on the 21ſt of that 
month, in the 67th year of his age, uni- 
verſally beloved by al who had the ho- 


nour to know him. 


5M Defender's Proof, page 2 + Major Coch- 


kan, Mr. Archibald Stewart, al White of Stocks 
dnss. 
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His Grace was poſſeſſed of all the 
grandeur and ſweetneſs that could adorn 
dignity; his eyes were remarkably fine, 


his geſture was graceful, his viſage vene- 
rable, and his whole perſon faultleſs; 
the kindeſt maſter, a friend to the indi- 
gent; and, if not kept up from the world, 


to the utmoſt of his opportunity, a father 
to the poor. Perhaps, in a work more 


voluminous, his name may be mentioned, 


and then it will appear how groſsly he has 


been miſrepreſented, and how unjuſtly 


the misfortune of a young officer was laid 


= to his charge. 


Things being in this fituation, Mr. 


Douglas was ſerved heir to his uncle on 


the gth of September 1761, upon an ir- 
reſiſtible evidence that he was habite and 


| repute the ſon of lady Jane Douglas, and Sir . - 
| * Stuart of Garntully, nay, Mrs. 


ewitt, actually deponed as repreſented | 


before. Soon after this, actions were 


brought, at the inſtance of the duke of 
Hamilton and earl of Selkirk, for de- 
claring their right to certain parts of the 


| eſtate, upon ſome ancient deeds of ſettle- 
ment; but theſe were rejected, and their 
3 claims declared groundleſs, Fe ; 


Aſter 


tal 


Aſter the ſervice, Andrew Stewart, | 
the ſon of Archibald, went over to | 
France, in order to trace out an im- | 


abode during their ſtay upon the conti- 
nent; and, by the direction of ſome 
French lawyers, had a proclamation read 


in all the churches of Paris, paſted up in | 


the moſt public places of the city, and 


under the ſanction of the archbiſhop 


there; the conſequence of which was to 


engage a cluſter of the moſt grovelling | 


vretches to appear as evidences of the 


* complained. of. Many wit- | 
nefles were examined before the Tournelle 
Criminelle; and Andrew Stewart judging 


he had done great things, returned to 


ſture! He traced Sir John and lady | 
None through the different places of their 


Scotland, after almoſt a full years ab- | 


ſence; and making report to his conſti- 
tuents, they were all taken with the im- 
portance of the diſcoveries, but he did | 
not produce authentic copies thereof ; 
however, a ſummons was directed to Mr. 
Douglas on the 7th of December 1762, 


(i. e.) an action was brought againſt him 


| before the court of ſeſſion, for reducing | 
the ſervice ' already named: and that 
things might gô on ſtill more ſucceſsfully, 


Sir John Stewart of Grantully was exa- 


„anne SAS 


mined! 
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mined upon the pregnancy of his ſpoute, 


and the birth and fituation of his ſon. 


Never did a perſon appear in 2. court 
of juſtice under more diſadvantages ; he 


had an inflammation in his bowels, his 


urethra was . immoderately ſwelled, he 


had the gout in his ſtomach, and now had 


the cruel mortification to be queſtioned 


about the legitimacy of his ſon. He was 
- carried to the Parliament Houſe in a chair, 


in. which he was incapable of fitting 
down ; the head of the chair was held up, 


leſt it might fall upon his; and when 
brought into court, he leaned his breaſt 


againſt ſome folio books then upon the 


table, and his arms were ſupported by 


I others. 


Under theſe unhappy circumſtances, 


he anſwered the queſtions put to him, 
mare conciſely than might have been ex- 
pected: he was poſitive as to the preg- 
nancy, the birth, and what after hap- 


pened; he only erred in ſome dates and 
difficult names, and even his miſtakes, 
entirely owing to his pain, were ſoon 
cleared up, though at that time they fed 


the ſanguine hopes of his enemies. The 
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and entirely put out of temper with the 
diſputed legitimacy of his ſon. And now 


the action went on more vigorouſly, 


the fame of Andrew Stewart was ſounded 


to the ſkies ; a repreſentation of what | 


had been done in France was made to the 
Houſe of Peers, but the French proof was 
rejected, and the Court of Seſſion was 


appointed to proceed de novo upon the | 


merits of the cauſe; ſo while Mr. Dou- 


glas was at Weſtminſter ſchool, and the | 


young duke of Hamilton was a child of 


about nine years old, both the money of the 


preſſure of years, tortured with agony, | 


one and of the other, particularly of the | | 


latter, circulated every where. 


The dutcheſs of Douglas, on this oc | 
caſion, diſcovered a greatneſs of ſoul ſuffi- 
cient to ennoble her to poſterity. She ſet Þ 
out for France in December 1762, at- 


tended by her ſiſter, & Miſs Fleming Prim- | ; 


roſe, a lady who could ſpeak the French 
language; viſited Paris, Rheims, Aix-- 
la-Chapelle, and every other place where 


accounts eould be had of lady Jane: her | * 


Grace's enquiries confirmed her more in | 
the belief of her nephew's legitimacy, 
and of the low means that were uſed for 


proving him an impoſtor. Among others, 


Andrew | 


| witneſſes t h 
| and Rheims, till July 1765, having in that 
interval examined no leſs than 133 wit- 
. | nefles, every one of whom tended to prove 
him to, be the fon of lady Jane; for at 
| Aix-la-Chapelle and Leige the pregnancy 
it- | and progreſs thereof were eſtabliſhed be- 
bend any poſhbility of doubt; and Sir 
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Andrew Stewart had, in the Monitoire, 


given a perſonal deſcription of Sir John 
Stewart, lady Jane, and Mrs. Hewitt. 


In conſequence of the remit from the 
Houſe of Peers, the Court of Seffion 


named Anſelme Joſeph Doutremont, Eſq; 
advocate of the parliament of Paris, to 


examine witneſſes for Mr. Douglas, in 


order to ſet aſide the proof brought be- 


fore the Tournelle Criminelle at Paris, 


which was given out to be irreſiſtible 


againſt him. He began at Paris in No- 
vember 2 continued: examining 
here, at Aix-la-Chapelle, Leige, 


s being convinced of the ſame, was 
demonſtrated; for being one. day in the 


coach with lady Jane, a beggar, nauſeous 
| and disfigured; came to the door to aſk 
| charity; on which the colonel haſtily 
vent out, turned the man aſide, and giv- 
. | ing him a trifle, deſired he would inſtantly 

fall behind, as there was a lady in the 


F 2 coach, 


| ( 1 5 
* Coach, Whoſt condition might be fa- 
&« tally affected with the view of him,” 


The character of lady Jane was likewiſe | 


fixed upon the moſt ſolid foundation, all 
who had the honour of being known to 
her vying in her encomium ; nay, one of 


the witneſſes declared. She was mild! 


„ like ah angel.” The evidence before | 
NM. d' Anjou at Rheims was no lefs fatif- | 


factoty; and though Pierre Ia Marre, the | 
man- mid wife, was dead, and Madam ha | 


Brun was either dead; or out of the way, 
yet it was very clear that both the one and 
the other had exiſted, and that the de- 


livery had been effected by the former, in 


the houſe of the latter. 


The proofs on both fides being re- 
ported, the Court of Seffion ordered -the | 
parties to print the ſame: they were] 

partly parole, or partly conſiſting of large | - 
productions of letters, and other papers, | 
and were printed at Edinburgh, Jannu. 


ary 28, 1766. And now the lawyers half 
as fat a cauſe, and as large a field to work} 


in, as at any period fince the firſt inſts 
tution of the court of ſeſſion, anno 1532. 


They had to roam through the mate. 
taals that had been collecting for 4 ve 
%%% ö;ĩé?[ꝛF on 


the plaintiff, 
vote, there being 
=: ſervice, and ſeven for W the — 5 


- that of Mr. Fe 
ſtrong, nervous, and concluſive; that of 
Mr. Brown,, lord Colſton, is really gene- 
maus, and founded upon the laws of juſ- 


SS 0 
together at a vaſt and iminoderate - 
under the ſanction of the parliament of 
Paris, the police and clergy of France. 


I The defender was obliged to follow, and 
ſo the informations on both ſides twelled 
to a ſize hitherto unknown. 


To Wheels the pleadings upon that 


c eccafion, would be dry andtedious;. ſuffi- 
cient it is to ſay, that after a litigation for 
an year and a half, it was, on the 2oth 
of July 1767, finally determined by the 


lords of ſeſſion in Scotland, in favours of 
by the prefident's caſting 
ſeven for ſuſtaming the 


The ſpeeches of the judges upon that 
ocean compoſed a quarto volume of 
themſelves; and indeed ſome of them 
ſeemied to be natural and well digeſted ; ; 
rguſon, lord Pitfour, is 


tee and equity: the firſt gives it as his 
opinion, that the words of the dying are 
to be regarded; that a man's birth- 


| 5 right, flowing from the acknowledgment 
n bl Parents, was unalienable: 


and the 
- latter 


TP 1 


latter very candidly urged, that a poſitive 


evidence was to take place of a circum- 


ſtantial, eſpecially in a caſe like that be- 
fore them. © Let not us (ſaid he) de- 


ce prive him of his illuſtrious birth, of 
e which there is ſuch * and 1 irre- 


1 ſiſtible evidence. oy 


Mr. Some, lord Kaims, ſo "TENN * 


the ſubtlety of his reaſoning in the dif- 


ferent books he has publiſhed, was like- 
ways upon the fide of Mr. Douglas; as 
was lord Aﬀeck, lord Gardenſtown, and 


Mr. Burnett, lord Montboddo ; which 


laſt actually declared, that if the purſuers 


had proved twice more than they had — ; 
it was no — affecting. F 


Thole on the other fide founded upon 


the French evidence, and drew conclu- 
ſions that were rather forced than other- 


ways, The p——t being a man of an 


high and aſſuming turn of mind, con- 
trary to the general order of the court, 


was the firſt to give his opinion: he 


dwelt much upon the circumſtance of 


leaving Rheims at ſo unſeaſonable a time, 


as within eight days of the delivery; juſt 
as if a woman could know when ſhe was 


to be delivered, The . the two 


maid- 


| Seffion, an appeal was made to the Houſe 
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maid-ſervants behind, and dating letters 


from Rheims while at Paris, was infiſted 
on ; juſt as if it was poſſible to account 
for the whims of a woman with child, 


or for the conduct of people in neceſſitous 


circumſtances. The letter from Mrs. 
Hewitt to Iſabel Walker, giving the ac- 


count of lady Jane's delivery, being wrote 
no ſooner than twelve days afterwards, 


was conſtructed to be a plain indication of 


the impoſture; juſt as if a woman's not 


writing was to be accounted for. A wo- 


man, an uncouth writer, hurried with 


buſineſs, attending upon a delicate lady 


juſt delivered of twins, cannot be ex- 


pected to be equally deſirous of writing, 


as one more accuſtomed to the pen, 


| Lord Aylmer ſpoke upon the ſame fide 


with the prefident : indeed his 'reaſoning 


was Cloſer, and yet his arguments were 


ſtrained. The other judges had nothing 


remarkably ſtriking in them, further than 
to dwell upon the forged letters of la 
Marre, and the accounts given by Sir 


John Stewart, which they conſtrued to 


be contradiftory. 


From this interlocutor of the Court of 


. 
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of Lords; which, by reaſon of a multi- 
plicity of buſineſs, could not be overtaken * 


in the winter of 1767. 
till after the meeting of the new parlia- 
ment, November 13, 1768, when it was 


pointed to be heard at the bar of the 


ap 
Houſe of Lor ds on the th of January 


Th hurſday the 19th, when Sir F——r 
Nn, and Mr. M—y, Lord A-—te 
for Sd, appeared on the fide of the 


appellant, cqynlellops Y—k and „ 3 


with Mr. D——g the S—-r G— 
ſtood up for the reſpondent. The 4 
A-——te opened it up on the ſide of his 


client, in a manner that diſcovered an | 
uncommen acquaintance with the ſub- 'J 
je& : he ſpoke four hours the firſt day, | 
as long the fecond; and on the third he 


concluded, after being heard for two 
hours. Sir F-—r N. 


and after a 


Reply, 


which it was agreed he ſhould 


make to the ſeveral things that might he | 
thrown out by the reſpondents council, 
* "> 


who next da egan to be heard. 


5 _ Mr. Yoke was the firſt to 
| indeed he exerted himſelf for his clients, 


It was deferred 


69 ; howeyer, it did not come on till 


-n followed; 1 
ſpeech of three hours, he faid; 1 
that he reſerved himſelf further to the | 


open; and 


ſpoke | 
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ſpoke for three hours the firſt day, ks 


| the next; and on January 26th, Mr. 


W 


n pleaded about four hours; 
after which the Lords adjourned till Wed- : 
neſday the iſt of February, on which 


day he likeways appeared. Then Mr. 
1 * 


g deſired to be heard upon the 
fame fide, which, notwithſtanding it was 
unuſual to hear thees on one fide, and but. 
two on another, yet was granted; and he 
ſpoke two ſeveral days, for three hours at 


each of the times; and then the reply 
was appointed to be given on the 20th, 
| when Sir F 
three hours, and next by he finiſhed, 

after a reaſoning of three hours and an 


1 half. 


r N n ſpoke firſt for 


Indeed he had a 1 field for argu- 


mentation, the reaſons inſiſted on by the 


oppoſite fide being in themſelves ground- 
11 and inconcluſive. Thus, ſaid Mr. 
can it be ſuppoſed that a gentle- 


1 Le and lady ſhould come from Rheims 
| to Paris with but a guinea, in order that 
| the might lye in ? Equally abſurd, as if a 
man was to go and buy black cattle witk- 
out money in his pocket. Every thing 


with him was an abſurdity, © Lady 


|} « Jane and XIrs. Hewitt were the baſeit 


„ . and 


B 

« and moſt deſigning of their ſex. Sir 
John Stewart was the tranſaftor of the 
„ buſineſs, and carried on the whole im- 


« poſture; he fabricated the letters ſaid 
© to be wrote by Pierre la Marre, pur- 
© chaſed the children from their parents, 


« that is, Mignon, the glaſs manufactu- 
*« rer's fon, which they endeavoured to 
© make Mr. Douglas, and Sanry the rope- 


« dancer's ſon, whom they would fix to N 


c be Sholto, from the circumſtances of 


« the time when theſe were taken away, : 
« and the outward marks correſponding | 
-i even 
inſiſted, that the child Sholto had a rup- 
ture, in order to demonſtrate that he was 
the child of Sanry; and though Godfroi's |. 


to an identity.” Mr. W 


books were acknowledged to have miſ- 


takes, yet they were inſiſted on to be ” 


wiband Sir John. The oath of Mrs. 


Hewitt was inſiſted on to be falſe, Sir 


John Stewart to be below contempt. or 
refutation ; and the ſolemn declaration of 


lady Jane at her death was conſtructed to 


proceed from hypocriſy, and to be of a 
piece with the other anecdotes attending 
the impoſture; and even alledged that 
lady Jane had, in the fourth month of 


her pregnancy, not only poſitively denied | 


ſthe 


8 1 againſt lady Jane Douglas, and her 


(81 
ſhe was with child, but begged of Miſs 
Wemyſs to contradict the report. | 


The council having ended on both 
ſides, Monday the 27th of February was 
appointed for the decifion. They met 
about eleven in the morning, and ſoon 
entered upon the queſtion, Is the appel- 
Jant the ſon of lady Jane Douglas, or not ? 


The firſt to open was the duke of New- 
caſtle, who for half an hour ſpoke to very 
good purpoſe, and declared for Mr. Dou 
glas. He was anſwered by lord S—h, 
who ſpoke about three hours and twenty 
minutes, in which his lordſhip talked fo 
much about midwifery, that one would 
have been apt to conjecture he had been 
pretty well acquainted with the fair ſex. 


Alfter his lordſhip had finiſhed, the 
lord C—— 
| ferent parts of the evidence, and of A. 
Stewart's conduct, which he highly con- 
demned ; and then concluded with de- 
claring, that he believed, in his ſoul and 


r went through the dif- 


conſcience, that the appellant was really 


the fon of lady Jane Douglas. 


Next to him the duke of B—4d ſpoke 
for the reſpondent; and then lord M— d 
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began : he was of the fame opinion with 
the C——-r, and touched at ſuch mats. 


ters as had eſcaped the other: he fainted } 
away for a few minutes; when reviving, | 
he again reſumed the thread of his diſ- 

' courſe, which in about an hour he cloſed, 
to the ſatisfaction of a crowded audience, 
and then the decree of the Court of Seffion 
was unanimouſly reverſed. A general 
ſatisfaction was viſible almoſt in every 
- countenance, every perſon haſtening, as | 
| ſoon as poſſible, to tell the news to thoſe | 
' moſt nearly concerned in them. And 
indeed it was no wonder, Ence the illuſtri- 


cous birth of a gentleman was confirmed, | | 


and an immenſe eſtate veſted in one who 
was doomed to beggary, and to be ex- 


cluded as a — from off the face of 
the earth. L 


J. It r appears from an irreſiſtible 
evidence, that lady Jane Douglas was 

married to colonel Stewart; that ſhe be- 
came pregnant, was delivered of twins, 


and afterwards had a miſcarriage. 


II. That lady Jane was a woman of 


—_— devotion, who had too deep 4 


an mpreſſion of the honour of her own 
fanlily, to contrive the impoſing of falſe 


chan || 


1 


children upon her brother, or the illuſtri- 


ous houle from whence ſhe was ſprung. 


III. Suppoſe ſhe had been ſo baſely 


diſpoſed, yet the would have been next 


to a mad woman, to commit the carrying 
on the tranſaction to colonel Stewart, the 


molt abſent, artleſs, improper perſon, to 
be found. Beſides, if ſhe was inclined, 
from a principle of revenge, to bring if 
falſe children, there were poor people of 


the name of Douglas, both in Britain and 


Ireland ; and it would have been more 
ſafe to try one ot thoſe, than to take one, 


nay two, from among the meaneſt of the 5 
PFrench king's ſubjects; and, to crown all, 
d ſtay 16 months afterwards in France in 

the moſt public manner. This is an ab- 
ſüurdity which every perſon of common 

ſenle muſt ſee: chrough. 


IV. That to buy children without mo- = 


ney, was no leſs abſurd than to go to a 


mar«et of black cattle in that co::dition, 
and to pick up two bratts, when tney had 
ſcarce money to ſupport themſelves, was 


ſtrange and ridiculous. The books of 


Godtroi, the inn-keeper, in whoſe houſe 


lady Jane was alerted to have been at the 
| time of the birth, were ſo pe and 


{46 ] 

erroneous, that no accomptant upon earth 
could ſettle a common bill upon them. 
In ſome places were blanks to be filled up, 
and there was a deficiency of articles, 
(i. e.) nothing had been inſerted in them 
from July to September. Beſides, when 
Godfroi and his wife were firſt ſpoke to, 
they remembered nothing of colonel 
Stewart or lady Jane Douglas, till A. 
Stewart's wine brought theſe to their re- 
membrance. Beſides, it was impeſſible _ 
to convict lady Jane, unleſs ſhe had been 
preſent at the examination. ; 1 


V. The letters of Pierre la Marre were 
never uſed by Sir John; they were found | 


in ſome indirect manner, perhaps by the 
management of A. Stewart; and if a ſu- 


perannuated gentleman, whoſe fight could | 


not be aſſiſted by a microſcope, was to 


miſtake them for the real letters which 


Had paſſed between them, it was no proof 
of lady Jane's bringing in an impoſtor, or | 


of Mrs. Hewitt's perjury. 


VI. The perjury of Mignon's' wife, 
the pretended mother of Mr. Douglas, | 
was notorious, no leſs than the act itſelt 


of ſelling her child to a foreigner. Some- | 


times ] would be apt to think that the | 
5 creature 


that a note was given to Sir F 
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creature never had acted a part ſo unnatu- 
ral; but if ſhe did, the time when, the 
people to whom ſhe fold him, and a 
variety of other circumſtances, among 


- which his complexion and age, put it be- 


yond doubt, that the child ſhe ſold could 
not be Mr. Douglas. The ſame might be 
ſaid of Sanry's child. Both Mignon and 


Sanry's children could ſpeak, whereas 
neither Archibald nor Sholto could utter 
a word in December 1749. 


It has been, faid Sir FN n, 
roundly aſſerted, that the child Sholto had 


a rupture, in order to prove him to have 


been the ſon of Sanry the rope- dancer; 
but I can produce evidence at your lord- 


ſhips bar, that the child was as ſound as 


any perſon within theſe walls. I have a 


4 letter from a gentleman of character 


A upon the ſubject. 


Your lordſhip will be pleaſed to know, Ts 
rr, inti- 
mating, that Mr. Murray, a gentleman 


formerly named, was ſhocked : hear the 
aſſertion, and fignified his willingneſs to 


make affidavit, that, to his certain know- 
ledge, the child Sholto ® (i. e. behold) had 


We ; P That was the name of the firſt Douglas, (i. e. 


* | 1 


ot | 


no rupture when he came to his houſe in 


December 1749, nor while he lodged 
with him, viz. 23 months; nor at the 


time of his going away. 
VII. The tenderneſs of lady Jane, and 


of Sir John Stewart, for the children, is 
incompatible with the notion of an im- 
poſtor; and the ſtraits to which they were 


reduced, demonſtrate that the children 


| _ were really the ſons of lady Jane; nay, her 
| huſband Sir John, even after the death of 
his conſort, on ſucceeding to his brother's 


eſtate, executed, September 1763, a bond 
of proviſion for 50,000 merks, (27781. 


18. 8d.) in favour of his fon; and when 
Mr. Loch, the drawer of the bond, repre- 


ſented, that it was too much, conſidering 


the eſtate of Grantully did not exceed | 


1000 l. a year; he made anſwer, that 


though it was a large ſum for that eſtate, 


it was yet too little for the ſon of lady Jane 


5 Douglas. And, as a farther teſtimony, 


he, of his own proper motion, made the 


following declaration about a fortnight j 


before he died. 


im other reſpets much impaired ; thele, 
NY's et 


3 Murtbly, June 7, 1764. 
HAuing lately had ſome ſevere fits of the 
gout in my ſtomach, with my health 


Lau]. 
with my great age, going 76, makes it 
appear incumbent on me to. make the 
following declaration, as aſperſions have 
been thrown out by intereſted and moſt 
malicious people, as to the birth of lady 
Jane Douglas, her children, in order to 
rob the ſurviving child, Archibald, of his 
birth-right, by making his parents, lady 
Jane and me, appear infamous, to make 
him illegitimate. | pf 


I, Sir John Stewart of Grandtully, do 
ſolemnly declare before God, that the 
forementioned lady Jane Douglas, my 
lawful ſpouſe, did, in the year 1748, 
bring to the world {two ſons, Archibald 
aud Sholto; and I firmly believe, the 


children were mine, as I am ſure they 


were hers. Of the two ſons, Archibald 
I che only in life now. I make this de- 
_ claration, as ſtepping into eternity, before 

| the witneffes after- mentioned; James 
4 Biffett, miniſter of the goſpel at Caputh; 
and james Hill, miniſter at Gurdie. 
: Joux STEWART. 


Inis repreſentation does not flow from 
ay prejudice to the illuſtrious family of 


Hamilton, who are really Douglaſſes, 


F the preſent duke of that name being de- 
* FE H ſcended 
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ſcended lineally from a ſecond ſon of the 


marquis of Douglas, and the heireſs of 
Hamilton, I am only forry, that in his 
non-age he ſhould have been treated fo 


cruelly, as to be involved in a law-ſuit, | 
on which immenſe ſums have been ex- 
pended, and which at laſt has ended fo 


much to his diſadvantage. Sure his mo- 
ther, a lady' of remarkable ſweetneſs of 
temper, could not be the promoter there- 


of, being a ſtranger in the country, and, | 
like other ladies, unacquainted with law. | 
L am afraid that the ambition of ſome,of | 
the firname of Hamilton, with the aflum- | 
ing temper of Andrew Stewart, have been | 


the principal cauſe ; and if it be true that 
| thoſe of that name did, from the time of 
the death of the marquis of Douglas, fix 
their eyes upon the eſtate, and did what 
in them lay to hinder the duke of Dou- 


glas and his ſiſter from marrying, it was | 


a ſtriking inſtance of the ſuperintendency 


bf Providence, that their ſchemes ſhould | 
be baffled, and their expectations frul- 
trated, Sure I am, from the known 


character of the duke of Argyle, and of 
his ſon the marquis of Lorn, who is mar- 


ried to the dutcheſs of Hamilton, that 


neither the one nor the other of theſe had 
any hand in what was tranſacted ; both of 


them 
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them being noblemen of the moſt peace- 
able diſpoſition, and never involved in law. 


perhaps, my lord, upon no occaſion 


whatever, did 'the moderation and juſtice 


of the peers ſhine with more diſtinguiſhed 


luſtre: there was no caballing among the 


great; they heard the council on both 


* | fides with the utmoſt patience and indul- . 


gence ; and ſuch as gave their opinion 


| ſeemed to act with all the integrity of ho- 


neſt men. The duke of ueenſberry : 


3 daily attended; and on the laſt day, viz. 
the 2oth, when the reply was made, he 


brought Mr. Douglas down to the houſe 


in his' own coach, to hear the cauſe, 
which he did with all poſſible ſedateneſs 
and compoſure. In this his Grace acted 


with his uſual good ſenſe and generoſity, 
being a nobleman of the ſtricteſt honour, 
circumfpeQtion and conduct; the lan- 
guage of this D— being, That he was 
* convinced of the ſtrict honour of his 
* couſin lady Jane Douglas, notwithſtand- 
ing of all that had been ſaid.“ The 
night of the decifion, every one crowded 
to pay” their compliments, and among 
theſe, the dutcheis of Northumberland 


and lady Delaval; for whenever they re- 
eeived a card from major Douglas, they 


haſtened 


haſtened . to 
with her. Grac 


rio phoge 7 38 the crenngrot. the 24 of 
ch, the city Was illuminated, bone 
led in the public. places 


res were kingled in cke public. 

the towns and villages followed the ef 
am ple af che metropolis. Europe, Africa 
and, the. two Indies, heard the news with 
ſatisfactign at an event by which the cha 
rater ar che kalt lady in the nition wall 
reſcued from, infamy and reproach. Shan 
| had been cruelly. treated when alive, dil 
treſſed at her death; and now her namg 
and reputation. hine the brighter, Gag 
her perſecutors ainied-at nothing leſs thank 
to render a woman, habituated to dero 


tion, odious, by making the world believe] 
that with a lie in her mouth, and perjury 
in her right hand, ſhe had ruſhed into the 

preſence of the Judge of all the earth 
before whom, nei ner craft nor artiface can 
 ayail, no ſecrery can ſcreen, nor, yet the 
Ingenuity of lawyers can leſſen or expy 
— :.- 2 7 if 


by k * » ® = - we ; | 


. 


